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2012 Olympics house swap
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IT sounds too good to
be true - swap homes
with a tourist, "escaps”
the 2012 Olympics and
top up your tan with a
cut-price holiday in the

process.

Savvy Islington
homeovners are being
urged to "escape the
London Clympics,
holiday like there's no

Ed Kushins

recession and save
money' by taking part

in a house swap with a family from abroad.

And by fleeing the "disruptions" of the Games all
they'll need to spend on their summer holiday in
2012 is their travel costs, according to US firm

HomeExchange.

Speaking from Mew York, company president Ed
Kushins said: "We got the idea when some of our
members started telling us that was what they were
doing. They weren't looking forward to the disruptions
the Games would bring to London with more traffic,

naoise, crowds - just the logistics of getting around.

"There's plenty of time to use the Games as a way to
vacation almost anywhere in the world. Except for
getting there, it won't have to cost any more than
staying at home. And with people realizing they can
to see the Games without accommodation expenses,

the ocpportunities are endless.”

Mr Kushin, who "home exchanged"” to a property in
Hampstead in the mid 1990s, added: "What better
time to get away? They can watch the Games on TV
from the comfort of their exchange home anywhere in

the world."

Retired lecturer Jennie Chamberlain, 63, of 5t
George's Avenue, Tufnell Park, who has twice
arranged to swap her home through friends, said:
"We haven't thought that far ahead to the Olympics
vet but I've only got positive things to say about it.
You don't pay anything and your house is lived in so
the cats get fed and the plants get watered. You look
after their property because you want them to look

after yours.

She added: "The other family were from Martha's
Vineyard in America which is very rural, so they were a
bit surprised to see a family of foxes in the back

garden.
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