Hollday
Nandover

Imagine not having to pay for your stay abroad. All you need
s a spare sel of keys. Anna Whitehouse discovers why house

swaps are on the rise

5 ITl'%i'..: Al lsodidaymakers ||'--.|.'|'||'|
Thann and Carsline Schwarty amble up
the sun-dappled path o cheir retreat in
rura| Ttaky, they find their stresses and
strains dissohee ineo the Tascan sunset
While mwost would expect to pay through
thie nose for suich a hodiclay spot, this
Brussels-hased dus hasn't paid a dime
"W pol inkn kose swapping a b
years ago and haven't really looked back,’
s Caveldine, explanang that bath she
anad Joseph were introduced o the conoept
tI.III:I'JHI:l the romantic '.|:-||||.'|J'I he
Helicliw, The |'I- W i -i|'|||,l|u,-; Cameron Dz
andd Kate Winslet swap bomes, have a
great time and fall in owe with fusde Law
and Jack Blad respectively. While a home

cachanpe dossn’t necessarily come witl an
Si-lister nn tag, there are uge Anancial
benefits to swagsping your bricks and
minrtar with o complete stranger's,

i 1l the economy is
defimitely swelling our mambers,” says
President of HomeExchange.com, Ed
kashins. "Other than getting there, o
doesn't cost any moone than staying home
Yo can shop ina kcal market, cat at
e anad Dave fu dodng it all”

While Kushins estimates his listi ngs
have increased 20-35% conpared o the
same minnth last vear and his wehgite
currently gets ap oo LR new posts sach
monthy, bome exchangg is still a small part

TRAVEL TREND

of the travel marler, sceording g Michacl
Oshins, |,1l'nr:_--:q..u'-.d |'.4~:|'-i|;.;|| itv
adminseration at Boston Universiey, " The
concept is never going to challenge the
hotel sectar, but it is definitely carving a
stromg niche for itself and offers a good
aptuon for those on a badge”

| i1 emcape the face that yoo
are allowsi Mg 4 ol .'.|'-I|,'|,¢:- SLTAIEET B ~.'I|,'|_'|1
in oir |aedd, eat froa yourr fridge and
pencrally make themsehes at home in
wonr abiode. “Faest-timers are extremely
comeerned abar securiny, but the risks are
virtwally nil.” says Than Bubin, President of
thse Intermatkenal Heme Exchange
Metwork. “If vou are worried, the key B F
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House rules

Fegd aboul potantial
exchangers an home-swap
welbaiies whens they have
often been ‘reviewsd” by
obher users,

snree who is respansibile
for cleaning, and whal o
da B there 15 amy damagea.
Write an Idiol's. auide to
runming sour hoygsa.

it wou we chaldion, &
hausahold with kids
reughily the same age is
likaly Lo have necessany
toys and parapbemnalia

Fipjige 5 friErid &b b Lo
check the house when your
qguests leave

ki Inaurancs |1

woll re away Tod longer than
twn weeks, Bour cover may
B feduced of yow my
need Io increase wour
e

ot
|udaemenl,” Senys Ed
Kushans, Presadend of
HomeExchange com, il
something doesn L f2al
rigghl, polilety withdraw irom
the proposed exwchange.

FE s oo do your homework and make
sure yru have a gord feel for the people

you are exchanging with.”

NN -E20 T Tadure Malbeeck and
Swiedish wife Anja first swapped in 1983,
exchanging thear hunslde two-bedraom
tlat in central Stockhedm for a similar
sized Upper West Side apartment in
Slanharran, New Yook, Noronly did tlse
woraple get an enviahle location {close to
Cenitral Park) for free, they alsa got
Marnie Pascual, the owner, 2 homhastic
French-fmerican script writer, who e
them for eoffee and a dmeghnut at [FE
Abrpoit am arrival,

“You really imimerse ynurself in the
]"Lli £ POl A Te SLay i g with a b NP TR
far mere than when vy are $|1J.'!.'illi.: at a
soitlless hotel,"” says Aja, whe has visited
Mlarnie’s pad several times since. “1 doa't
even bather bringing a travel giaide any-
miore because Marnie wsaally beaves a list
af covinl things o ik on the kitchen tabde.”

| - VOHE Qnee you've

‘=.i|.-,II-:“|J R b A hakane ;-'-;rl'...ul_-,u weheite
dlar an average of €10 a month), it's mauch
like amline dating, but random peaple are
:'|.'|1J:.'|.'|.il by random houses. General i,
there’s everytling on offer from rambling
Sonttish castles o garish Miami
penthowses and, occassonally, yaches
and camper vans,

sarurally, ayone in o ouriss ot spaod
such as Lomdoa, Mew York or Pans, can

cxpiect a barrage of offers from across the

plabie. But those in a mwore remaotie part of
th® v lcl, o wich a sl ij,-lu,l'.'.]i-:.ln_".'dlu_'uj
alsacle, may feel the need o up-sell, b
Emshine stresses that “hio LY is the best
podecy b save dsappointonent.

: CUCNT abiat o boome,
then you should steer clear of home
exchange at all costs,” says (shing. Yo
e b accepr thar someeone mighe spill
cola on your favourite chair”

Blut becaise baoth paities ane equally
vitlnerabde, there penerally remains a large
amwiiint of trwst on either side. Egyptian
lahid Al Shammin and his family
cxchangad thedr four-bedeaon hoase in
Cairo for a beach-sde willa in Duba and
l.':':i"n.':ll\.'lll\.'l\.IJ a pimiher of techinical issue
with the car that came with the house, 1
sy phoned ap the family and the
Pakistani mwmer just said, use the Audi
T i ehe otlser garage’”

Cine bp-prodact of the rise in homse
exchange 18 specialist gites, such as wwwe
:,i'|.'_l'.'lu.-|r.'¢'.' schanpe com I |1|n|'||i-=..-._-= “an
pdicler’s Knowbedize of the local scene”
fleamw hile wavwesidhadicalfromes. oom
affers long-term properties o academscs

Flat for arvpnnee womdering whiethi
[7H] d.||1 their e i the waler, W a cage of

deciding whether pou are the type to

have o fic iFa stranges brealis your
Eavpaliibe g,

' a bt lke buanpee junping,” s
Amgr “Woa ane scared at firse, bat the rope
niever hresks, and once :.'r-u'w drre it, pou
jaar want i di it agakn,” 44
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